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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . 03 This communication is responsive to the RCE filed 1/05/04 . 

2. K The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-19 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 10 December 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. [3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office 
action under Ex Parte Quay/e, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, prosecution in this application has 
been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/05/04 has 
been entered. 

The amendment to abstract, specification and claims files 1/05/04 and 4/23/04 
has been entered in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1/05/04 was filed, after 
the mailing date of the allowance, upon submitting an RCE on 1/05/04. The submission 
is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner, except the EP 0429 888 B1 
which requires English translation. 

Oath/Declaration 

The oath/declaration filed 4/12/04 has been entered. 

Applicant is now required to submit a substitute declaration or oath to correct the 
deficiencies set forth "the application serial number 09/016,399 written on the oath must 
changed to read -10/016,399 -". The substitute oath or declaration must be filed within 
the THREE MONTH shortened statutory period set for reply in the "Notice of 
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Allowability" (PTO-37). Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the provisions 
of 37 CFR 1 .136. Failure to timely file the substitute declaration (or oath) will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application. The transmittal letter accompanying the 
declaration (or oath) should indicate the date of the "Notice of Allowance" (PTOL-85) 
and the application number in the upper right hand corner. 

Priority 

The foreign priority filed 1/05/04 has been entered in the file. 
Claims 1-19 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The examiner 
respectfully submits that the specific techniques of converting virtually concatenated 
data streams into continuously concatenated data streams by providing containers 
which are allocated in each case to the same point in a multiframe that are identified by 
evaluation of the multiframe indicator, the time shift of these identified individual 
containers of the partial data stream with respect to each other is measured, in the 
event of a shift being present only leading containers are aligned with respect to time, 
and in each channel fill levels of buffer memories are compared with threshold values 
and in dependence thereon channel-individual stuff-indications are generated and 
stuffing operations are performed under considerations of the stuff-indications of all 
channels. These limitations were not shown by, would not have been obvious over, nor 
would have been fairly suggested by the prior art made of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 



Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 703 305 
3970. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 703 308-6687. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Frantz Jean 
08/08/04 
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